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Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.04 pm]: I rise today to inform 
the house of my upcoming official travel to Singapore, Republic of Korea and China in late May to early June 
this year. Western Australia’s mineral and petroleum industry has had a long history of trade and investment 
with our northern neighbours and this trip will assist in strengthening our close relationship. The travel program 
was developed with the full cooperation and participation of the Department of State Development and Western 
Australia’s regional offices in Singapore, Seoul and Shanghai, who I thank for their assistance. 

In Singapore, I will be presenting a keynote address at the Asian Mining Congress, which will focus on 
promoting Western Australia’s track record in resource development and investment attractiveness. Singapore is 
emerging as a conduit for Asian investment into our resources sector and this trip will provide an opportunity to 
meet with potential resource investors and key industry and government leaders. My purpose in Korea will be to 
encourage investment in Western Australia’s resource industry and to meet with existing investors to get 
feedback on how they view our investment environment, including our regulatory approval framework. While in 
Seoul, I will give the opening address at the Western Australia–Korea Energy and Resources Forum, a major 
event held every two years aimed at resource-related business development between our state and Korea. 
Furthermore, I will also be travelling to the Samsung Heavy Industries shipbuilding yard south of Seoul to tour 
the Prelude floating liquefied natural gas facility, which will process gas from the Browse Basin into LNG for 
export. 

Whilst in China, I aim to reaffirm relationships with major investors and government officials at both provincial 
and national levels. In particular, I will be visiting the Shandong province to meet with a number of our 
important resource developers of iron ore, gold and bauxite projects. Attracting new resource investment and 
nurturing relationships with existing investors is an important role for the Minister for Mines and Petroleum. 
This is even more so during these difficult times when our junior mineral and petroleum explorers are starved of 
equity funding for resource exploration and development. I look forward to reporting back to the house at the 
next sitting of Parliament. 
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